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The Beach House,

Barbuda

BARBUDA

You can live out sour cotaway fan-
tasies—miirius the cheesy chichis—an the
gq.ugn:n.ui!; -‘PP‘“““"'] Beach House, nes
tlesd on the soathern shore of Antigma’s
sister ishe, a place where donkeys omt-
aumber nesidents, The praperty lives up
to its mama with dramatic, wave-filled
pariorarnias (it faces the lothy mengang of
the Alanue Ocean and the Canhbean
Sea? and whitewashed casitas that look
mare like mini villas than hotel rooms
The dips, all katted cut with savy blue
Waltann Farvsimure, Spanish-taled Dooss,
and espresso machines, do present cou
ples wath one wee problem: summoning
the will te emerge fram "the marshmal-
bvw,” thie arnee that gacsts here wse tode

scribe the delicionsty overstuffed pillow

of dowers, Malian linem, amd gauey whine
curtarns that's techmically refermed 1o as
a bed, When you do linally emerge, it
wmnight be for o complimentary weloome
massage areanged hy vaur private seevice
ambassados, or for sunset canapdés and
cucksmls in the pavilion, o far pumpkin
raviolh served beside the pwinkBing lphits
of the salvwarer pool. And ter dessen,
theres always the marshmallow. Doables
from $6ag. including breakfast, January
through April and October throngh
November, B58-770-0133 or thebeach
housebarbuda.com. —Saflie Brody

Chateau du Sureau
OAKHURST, CALIFORMEIA
A destination s enchanging as Yosemite
National Park deserves 1o have its very
ovwn fairytale casthe. Camplete with &
stong (urret, booce cowrt, and pardens
desigred for surreptitious remleavous,
e to-room Chiteas du Survau. located
prast sonethy of the puark, is such an enibuods-
ment of Old Workd elegance, youdd al
mist expect a trotpe of knights to barst
el of the crest-embiosserd gate

Henoes of annther sor dwell inide:
Sl k-ard whiteolad chambermaids whi
appear, as i1 by magic, every time sour

teacup neods wefilling or you have a
question about the collection of wyth:
century paintings hanging overhead.
And then there is the i wself, as replete
with antugues and silky tapestoes 2511 is
with the dreamy feeling of a bypone era.
The sccommodations—Laverder, Mnt,
Saffron. Thyme, Chamonile, and Sweet
Gueraniam, among them —are named
for the herbs that are on the
grounds and infused into the Estate

To keep hotel staff
frem barging in on
you whenyou'rein
flagrantedelicto—
trust us, ithappens
more often than you'd
think—always make
sureyou flipthesignto
Do Not Disturbupon
entering your room.

by the Elderberrics restaurant’s delec-
bl fare. {1 heshies srschode chosien dlack-
trumpet-and Peruvian potato poulash,
acorn-seuash soug, and tommato-busi] risot-
ton ] Yous 3l wamt o sample cach and cacry
ane af these culipary concoctions over
the conrse of vour stay, so kick-start your
appetite by asking the attentive con
cierpe o arrange an excursion from her
activithes lst—perhaps rock climbing n
Yosemite, horsehack l'ulin'g thraugh the
Sierra Névada mountains. panming for
proveeas metals in Gold Conntry, ar fly
fishing on the inn's private trout pond
Aler a day of Califormia adventures,
yor || return to your igrarters, so Livishly
swathed an chinte sl mabopany, you'll
feel ke kingand queen of the world —or,
b he very Jeast, af this casthe, Doubles
from 3350, year-tound; 5509 685 6860
o chateandusurcan com ~ L. €

Lajitas

LAJITAS, TEXAS

Stany nights hase always been oo
ducive to romance, and skics don’t pes
anw stareier than those alsve Lajitas, sct

smack on the border of Mexica, and 2
five-howr drive fram Bl Pasok airpoct.
That's because there's nathing ncar these
25,000 desen acres except miles of ranch
larul, the japped Chisos Mountains, two
glotiows Bip Bend parks, and the mys-
tacpua of el wald Od Wiest
But den't confuse remote with rads

mentary. Although it's parked whese I'an-
cho Villa ance reamed {and coyotes still
do), the cowhaoy-town turmed: pash: seson
15 an aasss of civility, Rooms are sumptu-
ous refupes with 2 sophisticated western
motif andd slerwerheals almost as big as
the Lone Star Stane stself. Amy stress tha
the stark, cactus pricked beauty of the
surrounding landscape doesnt diminish
can be melted sway i a bath of Rio
Grade mad s the Agavita Spa, ar
through the doars of the Thirsty Goat
Saloan. At the Ocotillo Restaurant, sip
wine while watchimg the sinking sun
thriw a crimmson glow smms a bagieon
already bripht with nusset peaks (The
vatery specializes in grilled beel and
parne aned delicately spiced Sonthwestem
fare you wont find anywhese else, like
diamondback rattlesnake cakes, hot and
crunthy trout with mange-galapeiio aioli,
aned duek ronfit quedillas) And s not
anly deer and antelape that play cut this
way. Fill your nan-lolling hours with
tkorg, raftimg, bullwhopping lessons (1),
tennis, and goll on the “19th hole”
watall hit the hall oler the Rin Grande to
Mexico You promised 1o follow him to
the enads of the carth; here's your chance
to po there in style, Doubles from $215,
January Herough Apnl; 8775254827 ar
Lajitas com. —Seanmie Rolston

Punta Caracol

Acqua-lLodge

ISLA COLOM, PANAMA

Ne roade Jead 1o this discreet retoear,
tucked away 10 Panama’s famously pris:
tine Rowcas del Tom archipelage. Honey.
moonets must liest (g into the town of
Bocas on Isla Colon, then tavel o the
everwater ldge via a 15aninute motos.
boat ride. But the difficulty of getting
there is balanced by the case of life in
yimse peivale Dwo-story calnn, one of sic
solar powered beauties that sit on stilts
above a mile-long strctch of exquisite



